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New 6-bit coding of Leica M system lenses for image optimization in connection with
the planned digital camera model

Leica Camera AG, Solms will be giving the lenses of the Leica rangefinder system a new code
on the bayonet ring in future to enable the planned digital Leica M camera to recognize the
lens type. The information on the lens that is being used helps the camera to optimize image
quality. All lenses leaving the factory from July 1%, 2006 onwards will have the new coding,
although they can still be fully used with the current analog cameras LEICA MP and LEICA M7
as well as classic models built after 1954. Lenses in the current range as well as many earlier
models can be retrofitted at the cost of the owner to benefit from the image optimization in
the camera. The lenses are compatible with the planned digital M camera even without

retrofitting, except that the additional features cannot be used.

The lens coding is called ‘6-bit coding‘ because six fields in the bayonet ring are marked in
black or white to represent a number from 1 to 64 in binary code. The planned digital M

camera reads this information optically and can identify the lens on the basis of this code.
Apart from the improvement in image quality, this information is also written into the EXIF

image file.

“On account of their legendary quality, nearly all Leica M lenses are ideal for digital use.
However, the new 6-bit coding also uses the performance reserves in the image processing of
the camera to give our customers the excellent image result they expect from Leica,“ says

Rainer Biiltert, product manager for the M system at Leica Camera AG.

Lenses bought in the past will be converted at the request of the customer for 95 euros at
the Customer Service of Leica Camera AG in Solms or the Leica agencies of other countries.
Many of the lenses made from 1963 onwards can be converted. A list of such models is
available on the following pages or from the Leica Info-Service (Tel. 06442/208-111). The
only lens in the current range that will not be given a 6-bit coding is the LEICA APO-TELYT-M
135 mm f/3.4. It is not codable later, either, as its extension factor of 1.33 makes it
unsuitable for use on the planned digital M camera. The launch of the digital Leica

rangefinder camera is planned for the second half of 2006.
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List of present lenses that can be updated:

Name Color Order No. Delivered from
Elmarit-M 21mm f/2.8 ASPH. Black 11135 1997
Elmarit-M 24mm f/2.8 ASPH. Black 11878 1996
Summicron-M 28mm f/2 ASPH. Black 11604 2000
Tri-Elmar-M 1:4/28-35-50mm f/4 ASPH. Black 11625 2000
Summilux-M 35mm f/ 1.4 ASPH. Black 11874 1994
Summicron-M 35mm f/2 ASPH. Black 11879 1996
Summicron-M 35mm f/2 ASPH. Silver 11882 1996
Noctilux-M 50mm f/ 1.0 Black 11822 1994
Summilux-M 50mm f/ 1.4 ASPH. Black 11891 2004
Summilux-M 50mm f/ 1.4 ASPH. Silver 11892 2006
Summicron-M 50mm f/2 Black 11826 1994
Summicron-M 50mm f/2 Silver 11816 1994
Elmar-M 50mm /2.8 Black 11831 1995
Elmar-M 50mm /2.8 Silver 11823 1994
Summilux-M 75mm f/ 1.4 Black 11810 1998
Apo-Summicron-M 75mm f/2 ASPH. Black 11637 2005
Apo-Summicron-M 90mm f/2 ASPH. Black 11884 1998
Elmarit-M 90mm /2.8 Black 11807 1990
Macro-Elmar-M 90mm f/4 Black 11633 2002
Macro-Elmar-M 90mm f/4 Silver 11634 2002
Macro-Adapter M Black 14409 2002
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Discontinued lenses that can be updated:
Besides those presently available, even lenses that were discontinued quite a while ago can
be updated (see list below). Since Leica Camera AG regards system compatibility as a vital

virtue, many lenses introduced as long ago as 1963 can be updated.

List of discontinued lenses that can be updated:

Name Color Order No. Delivered from-until
Elmarit-M 21mm /2.8 Black 11134 1980-1997
Elmarit-M 21mm f/2.8 ASPH. Silver 11897 1997-2004
Elmarit-M 24mm f/2.8 ASPH. Silver 11898 1996-2005
Elmarit-M 28mm /2.8 Black 11804 1979-1992
Elmarit-M 28mm /2.8 Black 11809 1992-2005
Tri-Elmar-M 28-35-50mm f/4 ASPH. Black 11890 1998-2000
Tri-Elmar-M 28-35-50mm f/4 ASPH. Silver 11894 1999-2000
Summilux-M 35mm f/ 1.4 ASPH. Silver 11883 1994-2004
Summicron-M 35mm f/2 Black 11310 1979-1996
Summicron-M 35mm f/2 Silver 11311 1993-1996
Noctilux-M 50mm f/ 1.0 Black 11821 1975-1994
Summilux-M 50mm f/ 1.4 Black 11868 1992-2004
Summilux-M 50mm f/ 1.4 Silver 11856 1992-2004
Summicron-M 50mm f/2 Black 11817 1969-1979
Summicron-M 50mm f/2 Black 11819 1979-1994
Summicron-M 50mm f/2 Silver 11825 1992-1994
Summilux-M 75mm f/ 1.4 Black 11814 1980-1982
Summilux-M 75mm f/ 1.4 Black 11815 1982-1998
Summicron-M 90mm f/2 Black 11136 1980-1989
Summicron-M 90mm f/2 Silver 11137 1993-1989
Apo-Summicron-M 90mm f/2 ASPH. Silver 11885 2002-2004
Tele-Elmarit-M 90mm /2.8 Black 11800 1973-1989
Elmarit-M 90mm f/2.8 Silver 11808 1997-2004
Elmarit-M 135mm /2.8 Black 11829 1963-1997

Please ask either your authorized Leica dealer or Customer Service in Solms to perform the
update. The latter will be happy to inform you on this subject. Customer Service is available

under the phone number +49 (0)6442 208-189.

Page 3 of 3




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


